
HOLIDAY DESIGNS

Thinking outsi
Thinking outside the Circle with WREATHS



Look familiar? 
Naples  Garden Club members have used the wreath design in many ways. 

Idea Garden/Tillandsias A Petite in the Flower Show Botanical Arts/Jewelry



Wreath Forms

Branch

WIRE 

STRAW

OASIS

BRANCH

SPHAGNUM

GRAPEVINE
FOAM



Preserved Wreath

Preserved Boxwood Wreath, cranberries, dried apples and toothpicks 
are all you need.  If you make your own wreath, remember to add 
the loop at the top first.



Drying fruit

Cut fruit ¼ inch or less
Press out the juice

Put them in the oven at 200 
degrees for 3 to 6 hours. 

Learn how to dry fruit by going to
https://www.ehow.co.uk/how_7712523_dry-
fruit-wreaths.html



Attaching fruit

Push a wire through a plump part of the apple and attach to the wreath. 



Attach the cranberries with a toothpick or glue gun



A preserved wreath. Make your fruit a focal point with a grouping of fruit.  
Mist boxwood but not the fruit  if outdoors. Keep in shady area



Working with pinecones and other dried 
materials

https://3houses.com/how-to-make-
a-pine-cone-wreath-without-gluing-
or-wiring/

https://thehappierhomemaker.com
/how-to-make-an-easy-diy-
ornament-wreath/



I had lots of pinecones. But I had sweet gum 
seed pods and dried eucalyptus too. I could 

cut my pinecones and make rosettes.



So I started experimenting. I added my loop at the top. Always start with the 
loop from which to hang your wreath and to focus the design. Always work on 

the outside, then the inside, then the middle for best results.

I chose a straw wreath because I had all dried materials and it is easy 
to glue and pierce. Keep the plastic cover on the wreath.  I found my 
design. I glue gunned the seed pods and attached the eucalyptus with 
2” floral fern pins. I always go in the same direction.



I let the dried goods take me where they wanted to go!



I thought for sure I was going to spray paint the entire wreath gold. 

But I like it this way. I sprayed my 
wreath with a glossy sealer.



Enough with the dry stuff.



How to start

Grapevine wreath. Add a loop! Wire three limes at a time.



Building

Start on the outside. Bend the wires 
down into the wreath and twist tie. 

Complete the inside row. Add other rows. 
Secure rows together with more wire. 



Finishing touches

Jasmine vines and tillandsiasUse evergreens or Ligustrum leaves



Grapevine form, limes, tillandsia brachycaulos ‘Miniata’, Ligustrum leaves, 
Confederate jasmine branch

LINK:   https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/lifestyle/home-and-garden/
sd-hm-holiday-wreaths-20171205-story.html

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/lifestyle/home-and-garden/


A Floral Wreath with twists and turns

Make a loop on an oasis 
wreath form. 

Shave the corners Trim evergreen ends  
and cut at an angle



Begin on the outside, then inside. Prepare added elements such as lotus seed pods, 
wired apples, wired dried oranges and cinnamon sticks.

Blue spruce, fir, Carissa, Hypericum



Add Amaryllis and roses. Fill in with apples, lotus seed pods and dried lemon 
slices with cinnamon sticks. 

Make a Bow: 
https://www.cleanandscentsible.
com/how-to-make-a-bow-out-of-
ribbon/



LINK:http://claireabellemakes.com/2013/11/25/
how-to-make-a-traditional-christmas-wreath/



Botanical Arts/Wreaths

Wreaths are part of Botanical Design. In the Handbook of Flower Shows (revised 2017) , page 93.
The Guidelines to follow are fairly simple: you must have a card listing the plant materials, you 
have to include some plant material in your design. You cannot use artificial plant material, and 
the wreath is judged by the Design Scale of Points. 



Succulent Wreath



Helpful Hints
Sally’s Plant Material:
Senecio rowleyanus, Sempervivum sp. (8 species), Sedum sp.(4 species),
Echeveria sp.(7 species), Crassula sp.(4 species), Graptosedum sp. (hybrid cross) 
Pachyueria sp. (hybrid cross), Sedeveria sp. (hybrid cross), Spaghnum sp.

Remember to soak your sphagnum moss wreath
Plan early because doing the design takes a long time
Use hot glue gun to attach the succulents 
You can show it inside or place it outside in dappled shade.
Mist occasionally

The following are three links for making a succulent wreath. 
Using a wood wreath form:  https://youtu.be/oqu0Djl5TDI
Glue guns per Laura Eubanks who spoke at one of our General Meetings.
Using a sphagnum wreath form: https://www.succulentsandsunshine.com/how-
to-make-a-living-succulent-wreath/
Using a heavy duty wreath form and liner designed for planting:
https://gardentherapy.ca/semper-viva-wreath/

For a wonderful field trip, visit Isaac Farms in Homestead. Isaacfarms.com

https://youtu.be/oqu0Djl5TDI
https://gardentherapy.ca/semper-viva-wreath/


Mary Raymond



Mary’s Helpful Hints

Plant Materials:

Purple Lysianthus, White Lysianthus buds,  Statis, Hypericum, fern, preserved 
boxwood

Helpful Hints:
Consider all the Elements and Principles of Design when planning your design 
and use as many as you can in a competition (Handbook pp. 63-68).
Use an ogee curve
Think about a separate flower arrangement in the space in the center of the 
wreath
Use textures, colors, space



Fresh Plant Material Wreath 

Plant material: Jasmine Dypsis Lutescens, Vanda Orchids, Oncidium, Cordyline



In the interior of the wreath add a woven leaf. Attach with fern pins.

At the last, add your favorite flowers. Orchids are always a favorite. But what about Ginger? 
Ixora? Amaryllis?



Balance the incursion with a counterbalance
Add Ti Sisters (Cordyline) to the other side of the wreath. First, condition the 
leaves in water. Use any pliable larger leaves. Wrap them around the form, 
overlapping and attaching with the fern pins. 

https://letsdiyitall.com
/diy-christmas-wreath/

https://www.bhg.com
/christmas/indoor-
decorating/using-
poinsettias-as-cut-
flowers/

How about using this 
technique with natural 
materials on a round 
floral foam wreath form 
with a conditioned 
poinsettia? 

https://www.bhg.com/


Happy Holidays!

pgalliker@comcast.net Questions? Comments?

From our home to yours!

mailto:pgalliker@comcast.netComments

