
 

Membership Meeting 
Monday, February 2, 2015 
Naples Botanical Gardens 

Chabraja Visitor Center/Kapnick Hall 
 

Linda LaRue Brown, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  She welcomed 
members, provisionals and guests to the February Membership Meeting.  She asked that 
those who have not registered as either a member or guest to please sign their names 
circulating on the clipboards during the meeting.  She reminded the members that the 
meeting in March will return to the Buehler Auditorium. 
 
As Kathleen Hawryluk, Crowd Control Director, was not able to attend, Linda pointed 
out the exits available in case of a fire or other emergency. 
 
Linda introduced Dusti Beaubien, chaplain, who gave the Invocation and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
Gail Duke, Program Committee Chair, thanked those who had registered in advance on 
the website.  This allows them to know how many attendees to plan for in set-up and 
hospitality.  She then held the cyber drawing for a plant, an Abutilon (Flowering Maple), 
donated by Mike and Jackie Malloy.  The winner was Varick Niles. 
 
Linda LaRue Brown, President, began the business meeting.  A motion was made to 
approve the minutes from the January 5, 2015 General Membership Meeting as posted 
on the website.  All were in favor and the minutes were approved. 
 
Arleen Cluff, House & Garden Tour Chair, gave an update on the Preview Tour 
scheduled for February 6, 2015, as well as the House & Garden Tour on February 7, 2015 
and asked for additional volunteers. 
 
Mary Raymond, Flower Show Chair, gave an update on the Flower Show scheduled for   
March 27 and 28, 2015.  She advised that there are 29 members on the Flower Show 
Committee and 25 vendors.  Delivery directions for design and horticulture are in the 
Trowel Prints.  She again encouraged people to sign up and suggested that members 



who have not won a blue ribbon can enter the Novice classes.  They can contact 
Catherine Ware for assistance.  So far, 36 out of 60 places have been filled.  She 
displayed a painting “Garden Treasure” by Varick Niles.  It is one of the paintings to be 
interpreted in the Tricolor Award Division.  Varick’s painting will be used in Class 2, 
Section A, Art is Naples.  Also, 25 clerks are still needed to assist the judges on 
Thursday, March 26.  In addition, they are asking for more hostesses, people to work on 
the clean-up crew and volunteers to work on the apron brigade (making aprons for the 
show).  Staging help is also needed for the week of the show.   
 
Linda LaRue Brown encouraged the members to participate in the flower design 
division even if they have not had prior experience. 
 
Gail Duke, Program Committee Chair, announced that the speaker for the March 
meeting will be Gary Bukovnik, a highly regarded professional artist, who will be 
presenting his watercolor techniques featured in his drawings.  The theme of the 
presentation will be the beauty of flowers through the eyes of an artist. 
 
Gail then introduced the featured speaker for the February meeting, Dr. Peter H. Raven, 
a world renowned botanist and a passionate advocate of conservation and biodiversity.  
His topic was Saving Plants, Saving Ourselves. 
 
After the program, Gail held a raffle for a beautiful Phalaenopsis orchid pot 
arrangement donated by Janet Tosca.  She announced that the raffle for this plant 
generated the most money yet for a raffle - $540. 
 
There were 104 active members in attendance, 15 provisionals, 20 guests, along with 4 
others -  Peter Raven, his wife, Chad and an intern.  Total attendance was 143.   
 
Linda LaRue Brown adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Diane Harrington-Snoke 
Secretary 
 
 
15.02.02 
 
 
 
 



 
 


