
 

Membership Meeting  
Monday, January 05, 2015  
Naples Botanical Gardens 

Chabraja Visitor Center/Kapnick Hall 

 

Linda LaRue Brown, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  She welcomed 
members, provisionals and guests to the January Membership Meeting.  She expressed 
appreciation for our new meeting location, Kapnick Hall in the Chabraja Visitor Center 
for both the January and February meetings.  She advised that refreshments would be 
served by Lurcat who operates the café at the Naples Botanical Gardens.   

She reminded members who had not done so, that their photos are needed for the 
Member Directory. 

Kathleen Hawryluk, Crowd Control Director, pointed out the exits available in case of a 
fire or other emergency. 

Linda welcomed Dusti Beaubien, chaplain, who gave the Invocation.  The American flag 
had not been moved to the new location yet so the Pledge of Allegiance was not given. 

Gail Duke, Program Committee Chair, held the cyber drawings for two plants donated 
by Mike and Jackie Malloy.  Winners were Bobbie Juster and June Marcantonio.  Linda 
thanked the Malloys who have been donating plants to NGC for a long time. 

Linda Larue Brown, President, began the business meeting.  A motion was made to 
approve the minutes from the December 8, 2014 General Membership Meeting as 
posted on the website.  All were in favor and the minutes were approved. 

Beverly Metcalf, Membership Chair, presented a 20 year pin to Irene Pejko, who joined 
NGC in 1994 and has been a Flower Show Chair and exhibited in Flower Shows for 18 
years.  She was a Flower Show Master Judge for 20 years both in Naples and the east 
coast of Florida.  Beverly also reminded the members that it is not too early to consider 
proposing any new members that they have in mind for 2016.  Out of 20 openings they 
already have 14 under consideration.  She advised that we now have 191 active members 
and 228 total. 



Arlene Cluff, House & Garden Tour Chair, discussed the February 6 preview tour and 
the overwhelming sign-ups they have received.  There is already a very long wait list and 
she encouraged anyone else interested to sign up by January 25.  She also asked those 
who find that they cannot attend to let us know so that those waiting may be 
accommodated.  She asked for more volunteers for the House & Garden Tour. 

Mary Raymond, Flower Show Chair, gave an update on the Flower Show and 
encouraged members to sign up for participation.  Only 18 out of 60 places are filled at 
this time.  She reviewed the Flower Show schedule.  She also announced that the 
Preview Party and Flower Show Committees have made a recommendation to the Board 
to increase the cost of the tickets to $50 per person, not including drinks.  She explained 
the reasons for the price increase and decision to remove the cost of the drink out of the 
price of the ticket. 

Julie Peterson and Ellen Meister discussed the Member Challenge - Gazpacho plants.  
The starting plants were given out before the meeting and one selected member was not 
able to participate.  A drawing was held for the replacement member and the winner 
was Leslie Branda.   

Nan Merrick, H&G Tour Raffle Chair, talked about the consignment of the H&G Tour 
raffle tickets and described the choices for the raffles.  She encouraged members to sell 
tickets to their friends and acquaintances.  Any tickets not sold can be returned to the 
Club. The deadline for getting the sold or unsold tickets back to Nan is Jan. 27th. 

Gail Duke, Program Committee Chair, gave some highlights for February’s speaker, 
Peter H. Raven, and his topic, Saving Plants, Savings Ourselves.  She then introduced 
the featured speaker for January, Helen Yoest, gardener, writer and teacher, who 
presented a program on Plants with Benefits.   

After the program, Gail drew three winning raffle tickets for a copy of Helen Yoest’s 
book, “Gardening with Confidence”. 

Candi Child, e-Committee Chair, reminded members to pick up the new inserts for their 
membership directories. 

Linda LaRue Brown adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Diane Harrington-Snoke 
Secretary 
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