
 

Membership Meeting 
Monday, March 2, 2015 

Naples Botanical Gardens 
Buehler Auditorium 

 
Linda LaRue Brown, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  She welcomed 
members, provisionals and guests to the March Membership Meeting.  She introduced a 
special guest, Claudette Smith, who is a renowned floral designer. 
 
Kathleen Hawryluk, Crowd Control Director, pointed out the exits available in case of a 
fire or other emergency. 
 
Linda thanked the Hospitality Committee for organizing and providing the 
refreshments, Raynelle Perkins, Hospitality and Events Chair, Pat Fosberg, Head 
Hostess and Hostesses Pennie Crawford, Glenda Farlander, Pat Frey, Audrey 
Hennessey, Sharon Hildebrandt, Mary Beth Jones, Carol McManamy, Bev Metcalf, Kris 
Morton, Judy Ringler, Bev Wilferth, Dottie Meyer and Liz Willard. 
 
She then welcomed Dusti Beaubien, chaplain, who gave the invocation, “a prayer for 
understanding”, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
She thanked those who had registered in advance on the NGC website for the meeting 
which allowed them to know how to plan for set up and hospitality.  Gail Duke, Program 
Committee Chair, held the cyber drawing for a plant, a Vietnamese gardenia.  She 
thanked Mike and Jackie Malloy, who donated the plant.  The winner was Nan Merrick. 
 
Linda LaRue Brown, President, began the business meeting.  A motion was made to 
approve the minutes from the February 2, 2015 General Membership Meeting as posted 
on the website.  All were in favor and the minutes were approved. 
 
Linda thanked Arlene Cluff, House & Garden Tour Chair. She presented a beautiful 
cattleya orchid and gift certificate to the Bleu Provence restaurant in Naples to Arlene. 
Arlene in turn presented a lovely floral arrangement to Raynelle Perkins, assistant to the 
Chair.   Arlene also recognized and thanked the members who worked on the Tour in all 



capacities.  Arlene then gave a report on the outcome of the Tour, its accomplishments 
and challenges. 
 
Mary Raymond, Flower Show Chair, introduced Naples Botanical Garden CFO, Teresa 
Perkins, who discussed the long standing partnership with NGC.  She stated that at least 
40% of the Garden Club members are also members of the Naples Botanical Garden and 
as members they will be admitted to the Flower Show free of charge.  She then 
announced that they will give complimentary free tickets to the remaining 60% of the 
Garden Club members for the Flower Show as well.  She advised that there was a link 
available on the NBG website to purchase additional tickets.  If there are any issues with 
the website, she asked that they contact her directly. 
 
Mary gave an update on the progress of the Flower Show and the locations of the drop-
off sites for plants and designs.  She presented the apron brigade, organized by Jane 
Stone and the window boxes for the Gazpacho Challenge made by Bill Pattison and 
constructed of Ipe wood.  She advised that several openings were still available and 
encouraged members to participate. 
 
Sondra Quinn, Governance Chair, presented the Nominating Committee members and 
then presented the Nominating Slate of Officers: 
  President Elect – Sandra Lasch 
  VP/Chair Fundraising Events – Mary Beth Johns 
  Chair Elect Naples Flower Show – Renee Lewis 
  Development Chair – Kathleen Maier 
  Communications Chair – Jane Stone 
  Program Chair – Raynelle Perkins 
  Hospitality Chair – Pat Fosberg 
A vote will be taken at the April 6, 2015 General Membership Meeting. 
 
Ann Westerfield, Grant Committee Chair, announced the grant recipients for 2015-
2016.  They are: Avalon Global Garden - $4,500, Naples Garden Club Scholarships for 
Camp Wekiva – up to $2,000, David Lawrence Foundation - $10,000, Echo - $10,000 
and Jewish Family Community Services - $6,500. 
 
Raynelle Perkins, Hospitality & Events Chair, announced that attendees for the Preview 
Party must enter NBG through the main ticketing area. Linda added that the back 
entrance to the office was cleaned up and organized by Raynelle Perkins and Roberta 
Ross.  It is much more appealing and attractive and that members heading north at the 
end of the season who have plants that they wish to donate can leave them in the outside 
entry area.  



Janet Donald, Assistant Committee Chair, introduced the Finance Committee members 
and discussed their research on four indicators that might lead to a dues increase.  She 
advised that based on this information, there would be no dues increase this year.  Linda 
Brown asked the members that when paying dues online to fill out the accompanying 
survey which will be very helpful to the Club. 
 
Gail Duke, Program Chair, introduced Gary Bukovnik, internationally acclaimed 
watercolorist who has put together a special collection of works that bridge the world of 
art and botanical interest in homage to the painter/botanist Pierre-Joseph Redoute 
(1859 – 1840).  She advised that Gary is courtesy of the Harmon-Meek Gallery and 
thanked them for their sponsorship.    
 
After the program, Gail held a raffle for Gary’s book, “Gary Bukovnik Watercolors”.  The 
winner was Lou Kennedy. 
 
There were 115 active members in attendance, 16 provisionals and 30 guests, a total of 
161.   
 
Linda LaRue Brown adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Diane Harrington-Snoke 
Secretary 
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