
 

Membership Meeting 
Monday, April 6, 2015 

Naples Botanical Gardens 
Buehler Auditorium 

 
Linda LaRue Brown, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  She welcomed 
members, provisionals and guests to the April Membership Meeting. 
 
Linda began the meeting with the grants presentation.  Fifi MacMahon, representing the 
Grant Committee, introduced the 2014-15 Grant Recipients:  
 

Avalon School’s Global Garden, a Naples Botanical Garden project, $4,500, 
accepted by Raynelle Perkins, who has been a fifteen year mentor for the school;  
 

David Lawrence Center, Healing Garden at Immokalee Site, $10,000, accepted 
by Scott Burgess, CEO and Tammy Clark, Immokalee Practice Manager;   
 

Echo, Inc. $10,000 for Intern Training, accepted by Ali Diaz, Donor Services 
Manager along with two interns who accompanied her and who thanked the Club 
as well; 
 

JFCS (Jewish Family & Community Service) of SW Florida Senior Center, $6,500 
for horticultural therapy garden, accepted by Dr. Jaclynn Faffet, President/CEO; 
 

Naples Botanical Garden, $15,000 to support three interns, accepted by Chad 
Washburn, Deputy Director; 
 

Naples Garden Club Scholarships for Camp Wekiva in Apopka, FL, up to $2,000 
to support four scholarships for Avalon School students for the summer of 2016, 
accepted by Mary Pulick, Naples Garden Club Member. 

 
Linda thanked the Grant Committee for the outstanding job they did in putting together 
the grants and their recipients.  She advised that grants given this year were from 



monies earned last year from the Home & Garden Tour and that grants given next year 
will be from the earnings from this year’s Home & Garden Tour.   
 
Linda then pointed out the exits available in case of a fire or other emergency since 
Kathleen Hawryluk, Crowd Control Director, was not in attendance. 
 
She announced the Annual Luncheon to be held at the Naples Yacht Club on April 16 
where the new Board and new President will be installed. 
 
Linda thanked the Hospitality Committee for the strawberry shortcake dessert that will 
be served after the meeting.  She thanked Raynelle Perkins, Hospitality and Events 
Chair, Pat Fosberg, Head Hostess, and Hostesses Deborah Black, Carol Greenwood, 
Diane Green, Marilyn Gross, Sondra Quinn, Roberta Ross and Barbara Sampson.   
 
She then welcomed Dusti Beaubien, chaplain, who gave the invocation and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Sudie Minamyer, filling in for Gail Duke, Program Committee Chair, held the cyber 
drawing for a plant, a Golden Plume (shade plant), donated by Mike and Jackie Malloy.  
She thanked Mike and Jackie who have been donating plants at the meetings for the last 
four years.  The winner was Mary Beth Jones. 
 
Linda LaRue Brown, President, began the business meeting.  A motion was made by 
Marilyn Gross to approve the minutes from the March 2, 2015 General Membership 
Meeting as posted on the website.  All were in favor and the minutes were approved. 
 
Linda introduced Brian Holley, Executive Director, Naples Botanical Garden, who 
stopped in to thank NGC for the extraordinary Flower Show held this past March, the 
significance of NGC’s FGCU Endowed Fellowship.  Brian also discussed the important 
role that this year’s fellowship recipient, Francisco Garces, will fill doing research and 
working on NBG’s sustainable Green Roof Project. 
 
Beverly Metcalf, Membership Chair, introduced the nineteen new Actives for 2015 from 
last year’s provisional group who have successfully completed their requirements for 
membership.  Their acceptance was approved by the Board at the March 30, 2015 
meeting.  They, in turn, presented Bev with a beautiful painted butterfly pillow as a 
thank you for her encouragement and guidance.  Beverly then introduced the seventeen 
new Provisionals for 2015-16, also approved by the Board on March 30, 2015. 
 
Sondra Quinn, Governance Chair, announced the nominating slate of new Board 
members from the Nominating Committee.  She asked for any nominations from the 



floor.  Since there were none, she moved that the nominations be closed and took a vote 
from the members to accept all of the nominees.  It was approved unanimously. 
 
Sondra then discussed the Woman of Initiative process and advised that there were 
three NGC members chosen this year for the award, Sondra Quinn, Lydia Galt and Bette 
Aymar.  She announced that on January 26, 2015 the Board had approved an open 
nomination process that involves the full NGC membership whereby the Club would 
nominate someone each year for the WOI award.  Nominations for next year should be 
submitted to the Governance Chair by the deadline of July 31, 2015. 
 
Pat McNamara, Treasurer, presented the 2015-16 Budget that had been prepared by the 
Finance Committee and approved by the Board on March 30, 2015.  Pat outlined the 
sources of revenue, with the bulk of our revenue coming from the House and Garden 
Tour.  She explained that our expenses, after paying to operate our Club, support our 
Vision and our Mission, with our money going to Member programs, Internships at 
Naples Botanical Garden and to grants made to nonprofit community organizations. 

Mary Raymond, Flower Show Chair, received a standing ovation for her leadership and 
for her committee’s accomplishments for the Flower Show and its successful outcome.  
She announced all thirty-two members who had worked the Flower Show and thanked 
them all for their dedication and help.  She advised that Naples Botanical Garden had 
broken all records for the two days of the show – the Preview Party had 260 attendees;  
attendance at the Flower Show was 5,714 (up 50% from last year);  the NBG Retail 
Shop’s sales were $18,756 (up 148%);  and NBG acquired 77 new members. 
 
Mary announced the People’s Choice awards – for the Design Division, 3rd place went to 
Joyce Colvario, 2nd went to Gail Pica and 1st place to Nan Merrick.  For the Horticulture 
Division, 3rd place went to Jackie Malloy, 2nd to Marilyn Gross and 1st place to Judy 
Perkins. 
 
Sudie Minamyer, Education Chair, announced that the Club had over 500 attendees for 
the scheduled workshops for the year.  She asked for suggestions and ideas for trips and 
workshops for the coming year.  She also asked that everyone fill out the surveys left on 
the tables for feedback on this year’s speakers and events.  She thanked everyone for 
their attendance and participation. 
 
Robert Ross, President Elect, presented Linda LaRue Brown, outgoing President, with a 
beautiful arrangement of phaleonopsis and oncidium orchids.  She thanked her for her 
dedication and hard work as President over these past two years. 
 



Linda then introduced Mayor John Sorey and his wife, Delores, who were in attendance 
to discuss and present the proposed Baker Park overview, its history and two projected 
site plans.  A video of the new park was shown.  Discussion from the members followed. 
 
After the program a raffle was held for a book of watercolors donated by Artist Gary 
Bukovnik, our March General Member Meeting speaker.  The winner was Judith 
Eissner.  
 
There were 99 active members in attendance, 13 provisionals and 14 guests, a total of 
126.   
 
Linda LaRue Brown adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Diane Harrington-Snoke 
Secretary 
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