General Membership Meeting Minutes

November 7, 2016
Attendance: Actives-109; Provisionals-16; Guests-10; Total-135
President Sandy Lasch called the meeting to order and welcomed members,
provisional and guests to the first meeting of the season.
Dusti Beaubien, chaplin for this meeting read “A Gardner’s Prayer” and led the
group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Raynelle Perkins instructed the group in safety evacuation procedures.
President Sandy Lasch thanked Raynelle Perkins and Pat Fosberg for today’s
refreshments which may be enjoyed during the meeting. Sandy asked Dusti Beaubin to
please stand and be recognized as the Naples Graden Club Woman of Initiative nominee.
Sandy expressed thanks to Dusti for her service to the NGC and to the community.
Raynelle Perkins thanked members for registering for the meeting on line and
mentioned that that process is extremely helpful in planning for refreshments and
seating. Judy Spann was the raffle winner of a beautiful bat plant generously donated
by Jackie and Mike Malloy.
BUSINESS MEETING
President Lasch asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2016
General Membership Meeting. Linda Hyde so moved and the motion carried.
Governance Chair, Sondra Quinn, gave a new feature to our meeting, The Historical
Minute. Sondra noted that the National Garden Club began in 1916 in Athens, Georgia
and at this time there is a club in each of the fifty United States. The total membership is
in excess of one hundred seventy-five thousand members. The Naples Garden Club is an
affiliate of the National Garden Club.
Sondra, the chair of the nominating committee, noted the vacancies for directors of the
board for the coming year: President Elect, Assistant Treasurer, Facilities Coordinator,
Flower Show Chair Elect, Hospitality Chair and Assistant House and Garden Tour Chair.
Please let Sondra know if you are interested or if you know of any member who may be
interested in one of these positions.
Diane Friscaro, Membership Chair, stated that the new Yearbooks are available for
everyone and may be obtained after the meeting. Diane also mentioned the new dates
for provisional applications for 2017-2018.

Donna Lindberg presented the 20 year pins to three of our members who all joined the
club in 1996: Lydia Galton, Isabelle Staffeldt and Helen Stephens. Each of these
remarkable women contributed their talents and shared their love of horticulture and
flowers by becoming involved in beautification projects in Naples. They also served the
club on the Board of Directors as chairwomen and president.
Sharon Hildebrandt, House and Garden Tour Chairwoman, announced that four
beautiful and unique homes have been secured: one in Port Royal and three in Old
Naples. Over 200 volunteers are needed with registration sheets available after the
meeting. Beverly Metcalf, raffle chair, has prepackaged tickets available. All members
were thanked for their continuing support.
Renee Lewis, Flower Show Chairwoman, thanked Catherine Ware for her assistance
with the beautiful schedule – Cinderella. Renee reviewed the contents of the schedule
and encouraged members to submit multiple horticulture specimens and to register
design entries with Polly Galliker.
Patti Taylor, Communications Chairwoman, noted that our new TrowEl Prints has
weekly articles and can be located on our Member Page. Please send articles and
photographs for posting to either Patti or Rosanne Werges.
Susie Gasgoine, Education Chair, outlined the opportunities for workshops in November
and December. Design and Design Study will meet on November 14, 2016 and “Walk on
the Wildside” at the Naples Boanical Garden will be November 15th. Additional
workshops are: Photography on the 17th and Flower Show 101 on the 21st. In
December, Jane Goodshank, will present a workshop on the 6th. There will be a
photography workshop on the 8th and two additional floral classes on December 12th.
Finally, on December 13th there will be a Bromeliad workshop.
Raynelle Perkins, Program Chair, mentioned that Jane Goodshank, an internationally
acclaimed floral designer will be the featured speaker.
Lydia Galton, Development Chair, erged members to encourage friends in other nonprofit organizations to apply for Grants by downloading the application from the Naples
Garden Club web site. Lydia also announced that children who attend Avalon School
were able to have a camping experience last summer at Camp Wekiva with Grant funds.
President Lasch asked for questions for the audience, hearing none, Sudie Minamyer
announced that Mike Qwen, the speaker for the day, was not available. Sudie described
the Tram Tours that our club will be taking to Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park
where Mike is the Park Biologist.
It was with great sadness that president, Sand Lash, announced the death of our
immediate past president Roberta Ross. The family would appreciate cards at this time.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Gail Duke, Secretary

DRAFT 11-29-16

