
 

Membership Meeting 
Monday, November 3, 2014 
Naples Botanical Gardens 

Buehler Auditorium 

 

Linda LaRue Brown, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  She welcomed 
members, provisionals and guests to the November Membership Meeting.  She reviewed 
Amendment 1 that is on the Florida ballot for the Tuesday, November 4 election, the 
District IX Meeting and Flower Show that recently took place in Estero.  She announced 
that pictures for the online Member Directory are being taken by June Kroeschell and 
Barbara Sampson.  

She introduced Crowd Control Director, Kathleen Hawryluck, who pointed out the exits 
and remarked about the importance of responding quickly to an alarm by citing an 
example of documentation of a fire that started as smoke and wound up a total 
conflagration in two minutes.  Members must be aware of the exits available and use the 
closest one promptly and not necessarily the door in which they entered. 

Linda then welcomed Dusti Beaubien, chaplain, who read a quote from Mother Teresa, 
gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Linda thanked the Hospitality Committee for organizing refreshments and floral design,  
Hospitality and Events Chair, Raynelle Perkins, Head Hostess, Pat Fosberg and 
Hostesses Diane Cooley and Sue Haley.  The Member reception was held in the 
Windstar Room. 

Linda then thanked those who registered in advance on the NGC website.  A Cyber 
Drawing was held for those who registered early by Gail Duke.  The winner was 
presented a plant donated by Mike and Jackie Malloy. 

Linda LaRue Brown, President, began the business meeting.  A motion to approve the  
minutes from the April 7, 2014 General Membership Meeting as posted on the website  
was made.  It was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Sharon Vorhees, Ambassador Chair of the Membership Committee, presented 20 year 
pins to members Rene Sudler and Carol Tweedie. 



Sudie Minamyer, Education Chair, introduced the members of the Education 
Committee.  She reviewed the upcoming workshops and trips that have been scheduled 
for 2014-15 and encouraged members to sign up online.   

Arleen Cluff, House & Garden Tour Chair, gave the latest update on the houses that have 
been selected, the preview tour and volunteer needs.  She encouraged members to sign 
up for the preview tour.  They are also looking for flower arrangers. 

Mary Raymond, Naples Flower Show Chair, presented the 2015 Flower Show Schedule: 
Naturally Naples…On the 26th Latitude, a title selected by the seven member Schedule 
Committee to highlight Naples and what it encompasses in the way of beauty, activities 
and natural surroundings to be held March 27/28, 2015 at Naples Botanical Gardens.  
They worked through this past summer designing the flower show handbook which she 
presented to the membership.  

Ellen Meister and Julie Peterson introduced the Members’ Challenge for the Flower 
Show which will be a window box filled with seven different vegetable plants, titled 
“Gazpacho”.  The lottery for the Challenge will be held at the December 8, 2014 General 
Membership meeting.  Participants will pick up their materials at the meeting on 
January 5, 2015. 

Sandy Lasch, Development Committee Chair, reported that the Development 
Committee has been soliciting business sponsors all summer and is proud to report that 
we have a Principal Sponsor (Oakes Farms) and a Secondary Sponsor (Clive Daniel).  
She asked that if any member knows of a business that might want to be a sponsor or 
advertiser, to contact us as soon as possible.  Bette Aymar spoke to the group 
encouraging the members to thank our former sponsors when they go into their 
businesses. 

Ann Westerfield, Grant Committee Chair, introduced the members of her committee 
and discussed the 2014-15 grant applications.  She then announced that the 2015 Grant 
Application is now on NGC’s website. If any member knows of an organization that 
offers community programs supporting our Club’s mission, be sure to notify them that 
we will be accepting applications until 5 p.m. on December 16, 2014.   

Gail Duke, Program Committee Chair, introduced the featured speaker, Keith Councell, 
bee expert.  Keith has devoted his adult life to the preservation of bees and is a national 
spokesperson for maintaining the bee population in our country.  He has a degree in 
Environmental Sciences from Ohio State University.  He is past president of the Florida 
State Beekeeper’s Association and past president of the Southwest Florida chapter of the 
Beekeeper’s Association.  He gave a very informative presentation on the importance of 
bees in the agricultural world, the environment and what is being done to preserve 
them.  

Beverly Metcalf, Membership Committee Chair, advised there were 98 active members 
in attendance, 17 provisionals and 6 guests. 



Linda LaRue Brown, President, adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Harrington-Snoke 

Secretary 
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